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-’i? What does it mean to be human?

| gave a sermon for class and had used the phrase “l guess it’s part of being
Fr‘0m human.” | had referenced Romans 7 and the struggle to do what we know is right.
When | finished, my preaching professor asked the class that question: “What
PaStOI" does it mean to be human?” | thought it was fairly obvious — being human means
not knowing the answers, not having the power to consistently choose what is
right or good, not caring about others more than ourselves... not, not, not.

It was a sorry state | had put humanity in. God must have to work really hard to love us with
everything we do so poorly.

| feel myself slipping into that same mentality as | read the news, as | listen to commentators,
as | feel and watch the effects of a “fallen” humanity. It is so heart-wrenchingly easy to see what
we are not. It is so tempting to only define humanity by what we are lacking. It is so much easier to
focus on the negative and be consumed with despair and declare that God should just start over.
Come, Lord Jesus! We're ready for the end! We give up on each other.

What does it actually mean to be human?

Genesis will tell us that we are created in God’s image, a reflection of God’s creativity,
ingenuity, love, compassion, self-sacrificing, long-suffering character. Stories in Scripture show us
how brave, trusting, self-restrained, devoted, humble, and caring we can be. The call from
prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures (our Old Testament) and letter-writers in the New Testament
show us just what God has made us capable of: “do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God,”
“care for the orphans and widows,” “let your light so shine before others,” “beloved, let us love one
another.”
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The amazing thing is: this is what God hopes for ALL of humanity. We — all of us — reflect
God'’s character to the world. We — all of us — are capable of amazing acts of love and patience
and compassion and restraint. We — all of us — are beloved children of God regardless of what
location we are born in, what country we call home, what has happened to us in life, what political
party fits our views, what kind of aid we need, or what our view of humanity we have.

To be human is certainly a complicated mix of good and bad. And God F
loves all of us in all of this mess we call life. See if you can show a little bit
of God’s love to another human and may you “shine like stars in the
world.” (Enjoy a read of Philippians 2:1-18.)

You and your neighbor are loved, - '
~Pastor Amanda
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Worship Notes at Salem

Thank you to those serving in March:
READERS
1 Ken Stebbins
8 Katie McCormick

15 Tina Royer
22
29
USHERS
1 Mark & Cindy Larson, Curt & Sylvia Hoge
8 Randy Holmvig, Herb & Barb Schoon, Mark Boike
15 Herb & Barb Schoon, Roger & Marlene Prill

22 Nory & Peggy Hunze, Chuck Lubowitz &
Karla Peterson

29 John & Raye Cragun, Becki Zender, Rod Ogard
COMMUNION SERVERS

1 Raye Cragun, Josh Voller, Jack Voller
8 Gay & Doug Calkins, Becki Zender
15 Carol Bobich. Glenn Suess. Katie McCormick
22 Kathi Sharp, Carol & Gary Malek
29 ,
OFFERING COUNTERS
Ann Zillmer & Lori Holmvig - THANK YOU BOTH!

March Worship Schedule

1 9:00a.m. Praise Worship
Pop-Up Choir

4 6:30p.m. Lenten Evening Worship
8  9:00a.m. Traditional Worship
Choir

11 6:30p.m. Lenten Evening Worship

15  9:00a.m. Camp Sunday
Handbells

18 6:30p.m. Lenten Evening Worship

22  9:00a.m. Traditional Worship
Choir

25  6:30p.m. Lenten Evening Worship

Lent Music Schedule:

Every Wednesday:
Bells practice at 5:30p.m.
Choir at 6:00p.m.

Choir will sing in worship the second and
fourth Sundays of each month.
Bells will ring in worship the third Sunday.
The Pop-Up Choir, also known as the
volunteer choir, sings the first Sunday.

Get the Latest!

Join council members in fellowship after worship
March 22 for a congregation check in! Hear about
our goals for the year and current financials. Then
share with council any concerns or hopes you
have for your church as we move through 2026.

Council will be taking notes!

Heartwood Ministries

The monthly Bible study will take place on
Monday, March. 9th at 1:00p.m.

Mark Your Calendars
Camp Sunday will be March 15th!
Guests from Voyageurs Lutheran
Ministry are joining us in worship

with Salem’s children, they will share

their camp experiences from last
summer!

Check the Next Page for Lent and Holy Week Worship Schedules and Themes!




LENT 2026 - ALL WE NEED

A WEEKLY SUMMARY OF NEEDS

First Wednesday in Lent, February 25, 2026: the need to embrace vulnerability
Our North American society overemphasizes individualism: our strength, our
bootstraps, our independence. Starting with the story of Jesus’ temptation in
the wilderness, we examine how Jesus’ humanity is fully realized through his

vulnerability—and since Jesus embraced it, we are called to do the same.

Second Wednesday in Lent, March 4, 2026: the need for sleep
By following the story of Jesus and his friends’ overactive ministry, we see how
loss of sleep and sleep deprivation affect Jesus’ tiny team. We find ways to
honor God’s call to rest: in sleep, in peaceful moments,
and by honoring God’s commandment for Sabbath.

Third Wednesday in Lent, March 11, 2026: the need for an advocate
Testing and trial are core human experiences. In the midst of a test, it helps to
have an advocate: someone who can work on your behalf and do what you
cannot. This week, we consider how often God steps in to advocate for us and
how we can become advocates for others.

Fourth Wednesday in Lent, March 18, 2026: the need for change
Change isn’t just an inevitability—it’s also a force for goodness and new life.
Jesus’ parable of the prodigal child gives us a test case for change: change over
the long haul, change in an instant, change in momentum,
change of heart, and more.

Fifth Wednesday in Lent, March 25, 2026: the need for beauty
We all need consumable resources like food, clothing, and shelter, but beauty
feeds the human spirit. Every culture develops expressions of beauty, and
humans experience beauty across our senses. The scriptures point to the
central importance of beauty in our devotion to God, too. God gives us the
means to experience and produce beautiful things. Beauty dignifies us, and we,
in turn, use beauty when we worship.



Lenten Wednesday Evening Schedule

5:15p.m. Lenten Meal
5:30p.m. Salem Ringers (Handbells)
6:00p.m. Choir Practice
6:15p.m. Meal Clean-Up
6:30p.m. Lenten Evening Worship

Lenten Noon Worship Schedule

12:00p.m. Worship
12:30p.m. Light Lunch to Follow

March 11th - at Salem Lutheran Church
March 18th - at Salem Lutheran Church
March 25th - at Cascade

/Holy

Week
2026

Palm Sunday - March 29th

9:00a.m. Worship

Maundy Thursday - April 2nd
6:30p.m. Worship

Good Friday - April 3rd
6:30p.m. Worship

Easter Sunday - April 5th
8:00a.m. & 9:30a.m. Worship



Faith Formation!

Sunday School Schedule

Each Sunday at 9:50a.m. for about 30 minutes
Open to children age 3-12

@ 5D ¢ ?ﬁ?ﬁﬂ
LREARA-64

Confirmation

During the season of Lent (February 18-March 25),

Confirmation students attend Wednesday worship

for free worship note credit and meet with mentors
after worship each Wednesday for discussion.

Thank you mentors for guiding our students in
their faith in this season!

Kids Club

This after school program occurs the second Wednesday of the month from 3:30-5:00p.m. and is a time for
members of our congregation to share what they love to do with the youth in our community!
Sharing what you love with the younger generation is such an important building block in their lives!

APRIL Kids Club will be another craft and experience event about the Easter story, sharing the good news of
God's great love with kids. We hope for 15 children. If you'd like to lead a craft, please contact Raye Cragun!

March Kids Club

Click Here or Register on our website: www.salemdwd.org

Adult Faith Formation

Women'’s Bible Study, Wednesdays at 2:00p.m.
“Fruit of the Spirit” is next!

Men'’s Bible Study, Fridays at 8:00a.m.

2026 Men’s Retreat
Salem Lutheran Church
Annual Men’s Fishing Retreat (age 18 and older)
Monday, July 6th to Thursday, July 9th, 2026
Kec’s Kove, Lake Kabetogama

Cost: $325.00

Registration is STILL OPEN online & available at
the church!

Click Here to Reqister Online at salemdwd.org

Both of these take place every week!
If you are looking to join a Bible Study, there is always
room for one more at the table!

2026 Women’s Retreat
Salem Lutheran Church

Annual Women’s Retreat on Bay Lake Island

September 25th - 27th

Registration and more information will be availa-
ble soon! We encourage those interested in going
to be sure and watch emails and announcements

in the spring and summer!



https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=72957783-447b-4f98-945f-913d730f3326
https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=38540802-8e30-4c09-b66d-356d5f2ec747

Special Celebrations in March

BIRTHDAYS 14  Gay Calkins .
[ THIS MONTH 15 ren Stebbins %

1 Alice Neibergs 16  Rod Ogard .

2 Ethan Pearson Al Schiffler

3 Craig Henningson 18  Natalie Gavin

4 Annette Olson Marlene Prill

6 Les Chileen Leroy Ryan 3 Wayne & Joyce Kohnen
Sylvia Hoge 21  Erik Christenson 12 Mike & Katie McCormick

7 Amanda Kempthorne 22  Emmet Deseth 20  Clark & Joyce Marshall
Louie Smilich 23 Parker Perpich 24 Chris & Jeri Koberdahl
Emberly Voller 25  Abe Deseth

10  Sue Stromberg Sandra Tietz y

12 Randy Holmvig 30  Marcia Tweed
Rad Royer 31  Nancy Pelant
Les Taylor

Message from the Spiritual Gifts Team

Lent is a season in the church year when we focus on Jesus' sacrifice for us. This is a time when many
Christians give up something in order to be able to give money to support others in need. The item may be a
favorite food, a pleasurable pastime, offering to help someone with a task that is hard for them, etc.

This year your Lenten offering will be divided between our local food shelf and Home of Blessing that feeds children
in Honduras. Please be generous in sharing your blessings.

If you have more time than money, consider using your time to volunteer at Salem West or the Mustard Seed, at a
local school or library, distributing meals in the Salem parking lot or delivering meals to homes, providing visits to
shut-ins, teaching a hobby to Kids Club participants, quilting or making Prayer Shawls.

There are so many ways to serve.

Financial Updates

Salem Lutheran Church January Benevolence

Profit & Loss

January 2026 Synod ELCA: $1,673.53

YAGM Support: $188.83

150 VLM: $188.83
100 Church Building TOTAL
Total Jan. Benevolences: $2,051.19

Income

4000 - Offerings 32,512.86 0.00 32,512.86

4100 - Building Fund 000 692721 6,927 21 Information Provided by Aimee Watson,

4900 - Other Income 1,792.66 12095 191361 Financial Manager at
Total Income 3430552 704816 4135368 Salem Lutheran Church
Expense 3236834 862800 4099634 Thank you for the continuous generosity!

Net Income 1,937.18 (1,579.84) 357.34




Salem Outreach Governing Board — January 20th , 2026

Present were: Pastor Amanda Kempthorne, Jason Kempthorne, Linda Sudman, Kay Bendorf, Dianne Boike,
Carol Malek

Zoom Call : Nancy Tighe

Guest: Jake Walker and the last 15 min of the meeting, Don Hales
Absent : Julie Fritz (Council Rep)

MSC: Motion was made, seconded motion carried to start meeting.
Opened with a prayer by Pastor Amanda

Secretary report was emailed to board members. Kay Bendorf motioned to approve the secretary’s report.
Diane Boike seconded the approval.

A correction on the secretary report from November’s meeting:

1. A motion was made by Kay Bendorf and seconded by Linda Sudman to release funds from 200.2710 World
Hunger Distribution of $652.00. this distribution is ELC World Hunger .

The financial report was approved MSC. Motion of approval was made by Linda Sudman and Dianne Boike
seconded the approval. MSC

A few questions came up on the dedicated balance sheet that need to be addressed.
#200-2755 Misc Outreach — what is this account for?

2012-DWD Bank Visa $8,871.77 — this amount was an annual maintenance and to fix a broken part on the Skid
Steer.

#200-2730 Soup Kitchen $63.00 A motion was made by Linda Sudman and second by Kay Bendorf to liquidate
this account. All were in favor, MSC. The OGB will get a gift card and give it to Carol Malek to use towards the
Soup Kitchen.

e There was a mistake made in ordering gift cards from the Raise Rite orders. OGB purchased these gift
cards from Salem Church. Somehow more cards than were needed were sent to us and we had to
purchase. OGB uses these gift cards for the volunteers to get gas for the delivery trucks and Subway
lunches for the delivery drivers. This cost was $1,400.00 in gift cards. OGB will cover the cost for this
mistake.

Mustard Seed: Mustard Seed Sales for December 2025 were $33,280.

Salem West Impact Report for the month of December 2025: 54 referrals and 35 completed orders. A total of 77
individuals were helped. Total volunteer hours for December were1,5101.

There has been $437,320 in goods delivered to the community YTD.
The in kind impact is $959,071.34 YTD.
Mustard Seed Report: Jake

Mustard Seed is doing very well. December had record sales for the month. We were just shy of one million
dollars for the year.

For 2025 total sales were $588,227 compared to 2024 sales were $471,765.00. Big increase from last year.

Continued on the next page.



Facebook audience is up. We have about 2,500 viewers. We have a new delivery driver. His name is Tom. He
is doing very well. We will have 2 new cashiers starting in January.

Goals:

Linda Sudman will address the congregation on Sunday, Jan 25,2026 and talk about how well the Mustard
Seed is doing. She will also talk about the impact the Seed is having on the community.

Diane Boike will address the congregation on Sunday, Feb 15,2025 and talk about the impact on volunteers at
Salem and at the Mustard Seed. She will also try and recruit new volunteers.

Separate 501-C3 Organization/ Single name
Report the Pros/Cons for separation 501¢3 vs Sponsored Ministry. This was tabled for next meeting.
Old Business:

Sweeper Broom quotes for the skid steer. We have 3 options and the cost is between $8,000 to $10,000 to
purchase. Looking into used ones as well. OGB is not ready to make this purchase yet.

2015 Isuzu repair update — waiting on the part but it will cost around $3,000 to get fixed.
New Business:

Honduras — Don Hales came to ask OGB to donate 4 to 5 suitcases to be filled with children’s clothing, shoes
and small toys that his group will take with him to Honduras.

A motion was made by Jason Kempthorne to fill 4 to 5 suitcases with children’s clothes, shoes and small toys
for Don Hales group to Honduras. We did not have a quorum to meet this motion. We need to make another
motion for this at the February 17th 2026 meeting.

e OGB had a discussion with Don Hales on the Honduras trip and felt that we, the OGB, were misguided in
the fact that the Council voted this Honduras trip down 3 times for the 2026 term. The OGB presented 3
options on doing a local mission trip to the Council, and this was voted down for the 2026 year as well. The
OGB was told the council had voted not to sponsor a trip for 2026 but to look at a future trip. OGB members
feel that Don Hales and Lynn Hanson have gone against the official stance of the church and in doing so,
have given OGB members a black eye. Many OGB members were forced to respond to allegations that the
OGB did not support the trip and felt personally attacked. This was due to the announcements from the
pulpit over the last few months that did not represent the church council’s and OGB decisions made in the
budgeting process last fall. We agreed with the Church that there would be no mission trips for the 2026
year; this was not what continues to be presented by Don Hales and Lynn Hanson.

Next OGB Meeting will be February 17, 2025
Closing Prayer by Pastor Amanda
Adjourn



Salem Outreach Governing Board

Preliminary Unapproved OGB Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2026

Mission Statement: Salem Outreach partners with local agencies to collect and deliver essential goods to
families in need.

Present: Pastor Amanda Kempthorne, Jason Kempthorne, Kay Bendorf, Carol Malek, Nancy Tighe, Julie Fritz,
Jake Walker

Absent: Diane Boike, Linda Sudman

Open with prayer: Pastor Amanda

Secretary’s Report: The January 20 minutes were reviewed. Kay Bendorf moved to accept the minutes with
minor changes. Carol Malek seconded, MSC.

Financial Report: Kay Bendorf

New in 2026- Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA). Businesses need to pay money to the state each month for
this. (non- budgeted this year).

Paid employees 6.5 FTE plus Managers.

Outreach spending for January was high. Apps and Licenses were due for the year. Building Supplies:
snowplowing, new fire extinguishers, and a pallet of Ice Melt. Work Comp: premium adjustment due on last
year’s policy. Vehicle Maint: Significant repair on Isuzu.

Julie Fritz moved to accept financial report. Carol Malek seconded, MSC.

Director of Outreach Report: Jason

Grant Report: no change. FEMA has not given out any more grants and will probably not give out grants in
the future. Outreach cannot get any other grants because there has not been a current church audit. The
church cannot afford an audit. Outreach could pay for an audit, however, since Outreach was profitable at
end of year, we may not be eligible for a grant when compared to other non-profits. Spending money on an
audit may not be the best plan at this time.

Program Report: Tarrin and Lexi are new employees for floor duties and clothing. 46 volunteers last month
with 1053 hours. 34 dressers and 10 cribs were delivered.

Impact Report: 57 referrals, 39 completed orders and 22 Donation pick-ups in January. Impact dollars were
$29,330.

Manager Report: Jake Walker

January $35, 558 in sales. Ave. Ticket $16.86, 2,109 Customers. Closed for 1.5 days because of weather.
Therefore, sales were down compared to January last year. So far in February, we are ahead of last year.
(we were closed several days last February)

Supplies for families are down. This usually happens in Windter. Holly Willert, the manager at West has
asked if she can purchase items that we don’t usually get donated: bed pillows, toasters, utensils, pizza
cutters, measuring cups, towels, hot pads, can openers, cake pans, toilet brushes, brooms, mops. Should
we buy these items if we are low?

o Discussion. The group would like to ask for donations of these supplies rather than purchasing.
Jake Walker will pare down the list of items he would like to be donated. He will advertise on
Facebook, and OGB will take the request for items to the church members.

Continued on the next page.



2026 Goals

e Monthly Announcement at SLC- Julie will make announcement March 15. Will ask for donations at that time
plus an update on OGB

e Volunteer Recruitment- Ongoing

e Separate 501-C3 Organization / Single Name- Deferred until next meeting
New Business

»Deerwood Days 2026

Reviewed the information received from the meeting with Don, Linda, Julie, Pastor Amanda and Jason from
February 12, 2026, to discuss the questions Jason posed and some pushback expectations

¢ Regarding council expectations: primarily a fundraiser but also hope to build better visibility.

° Regarding fundraiser goal: Salem budgeted a net income of $3,000 from Deerwood Days/Summerfest (last
fall we were planning on meatballs and lefse and this is the typical income)

° Regarding proceeds: TBD if and how they will be split.

Regarding council involvement: Council involvement will be as directed by OGB. Expectation for council
members is to clear August 7-8 for serving and plan on 4-6 set-up responsibilities - still dependent on OGB's
direction.

Regarding council approval: Council has given OGB authority to move ahead as they see fit. Council will be
informed and input will be welcomed in the early planning stages, but no changes will be made within the
last few months of planning.

NOTES:

o Tentative feelings from Sherri and Kathi about meatballs and Lefse.

o Alternative licensing to serve the community has been secured.

o OGB will honor allowing vendors in the parking lot - limits the possibilities.

o Hope to visually identify Salem members among the crowd. i.e. hats, t-shirts
o Intend to open bathrooms for all in the building to use.

o OGB is meeting Feb 17 and brainstorming ideas. They will research the ideas and discuss them again at
their meeting on March 17. Council will hear via Julie and Pastor what OGB's plans are. Again, council does not
need to approve them, but additional perspectives are welcome.

Much discussion on whether to do meatballs and lefse or something else. Jason presented costs and possible
income from a few events. The group will continue to discuss it at next meeting.

e Teen Challenge Pancake Breakfast- End of April or Fall. Pastor Amanda will call and ask if they are
available in April.

o Letter from Randy: Discussion
Old Business
e Honduras Trip — previous motion. Last month there was not a quorum to vote on the Honduras motion.

o Motion by Jason Kempthorne to fill 4-5 suitcases with children’s clothes, shoes and small toys
for Don Hales’ group to Honduras. Kay Bendorf seconded the motion. MSC.

Continued on the next page.
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e Report on Pro/Cons for a separate 501c3 Vs Sponsored Ministry- Tabled. Perhaps break down the handout
into parts to discuss. Next meeting, discuss first three pages.

Council Rep Report: See Deerwood days discussion
Next Meeting: March 17

Close in prayer

Adjourn at: 3:16pm

Respectfully submitted, Julie Fritz
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Salem Lutheran Church Council
Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2026

We exist with God'’s help, to provide Leadership for Salem Lutheran Church
MSC=The motion was seconded and carried.
Call to Order

Members Present: Randy Holmvig, Pastor Amanda, Don Hales, Lynn Hansen, Mark Boike, Nate
Van Risseghem, Sylvia Hoge

Members Absent: Alan Niemann, Julie Fritz, Tina Royer

Opening Prayer: Pastor Amanda

Approval of the Agenda MSC

Approval of the minutes from the December 16, 2025 meeting MSC
Approval of the Financials

December envelope offering $3788.24

Loose offering for 2025 was just over budget

No reserves needed to be used

There is concern that we need to build up the Building Repair/Maintenance fund because the building is
getting older and at some point, the roof may need replacement

Motion to approve the end of the year 2025 Financial Report. MSC
Pastor’'s Report
e Christmas Eve Worship — 304 attendees. Up from the three previous years.

e Teddy Skattum Funeral

o Preparation for the Council Retreat

o End of Epiphany celebration on Feb. 15 with donuts from Sherri Godfrey

o Kid’s Club extended until May

e Worship planning for Lent and noon rotation with Crosby pastors

o Confirmation curriculum and preparation of mentor pages for Lent

o Organizing Council’s goals for clearer communication and continued development
o Follow-up with hospice persons and medical updates from members (14 pastoral visits)
e Sunday, Feb. 15 at 2:30, Salem is hosting meeting of the Heartland Conference

e March 8 is Camp Sunday

e April 5— Easter Sunday

(continued)



Committee Reports

Faith Formation — March 29 First Communion Lesson Make and Take with the Easter Story
Outreach — Monthly report to congregation

Seeking sweeper for Skid Steer

Repairs to box truck

Gathering suitcases and clothing for Honduras
Worship and Music — Sung liturgy during Epiphany season

A manual is being prepared for training volunteers in the sound & control booth
Capital Appeal — Myron Midthun resigned because he is away too much of the time.

Paul, Randy, Mark, and Aimee are working together on the next building loan.
Memorial — Camperships — Families will pay the deposits, and the committee will pay the rest.

They are looking into buying a laser bulb for the Fellowship Hall projector. Sanctuary bulbs
will be fixed when the lift is here.

Unfinished Business

Deerwood Days 2026 — because it is in the Job Description of the Director of Outreach, Jason
will oversee the activities. Mark Boike will meet with Jason.

Council Retreat Recap — 3 pages were handed out

Employment Policies — adjustments are being made to improve the language being used in the
workplace

Annual Reports are due by 1/30
Honduras Compromise

Audit — by not having an external audit, Outreach cannot complete grant applications. The church does
not have money in the budget for an external audit this year. An internal audit is being organized. The
recommendation is that Outreach could explore paying for their audit if it is necessary for

grant applications.

New Business

VLM Delegates — Whitney Fischer and Raye Cragun MSC

Lenten Worship — Meal 5:15 Worship 6:30

Lenten Offering to be divided between the local food shelf and House of Blessing in Honduras
Easter Worship April 5 at 8 AM and 9:30 AM

Summer Worship will be at 9 AM

Announcements
Meeting dates —Feb.17 Exec Team @ 3 PM Council Meeting Feb. 26 @ 6:30 PM

Motion was made to adjourn. MSC

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted. Lynn Hansen
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« Audit — by not having an external audit, Outreach cannot complete grant applications. The church does
not have money in the budget for an external audit this year. An internal audit is being organized. The

recommendation is that Outreach could explore paying for their audit if it is necessary for
grant applications.

New Business

e VLM Delegates — Whitney Fischer and Raye Cragun MSC
e Lenten Worship — Meal 5:15 Worship 6:30

o Lenten Offering to be divided between the local food shelf and House of Blessing in Honduras
o Easter Worship April 5 at 8 AM and 9:30 AM

e Summer Worship will be at 9 AM

Announcements

Meeting dates —Feb.17 Exec Team @ 3 PM

Council Meeting Feb. 26 @ 6:30 PM

Motion was made to adjourn. MSC

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted.

Lynn Hansen
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Salem Lutheran Church Council
Preliminary Unapproved Meeting Minutes
Date February 26, 2026

We exist with God’s help, to provide Leadership for Salem Lutheran Church.
MSC=The motion was seconded and carried.

Call to Order

Members Present: Pastor Amanda Kempthorne, Lynn Hansen, Don Hales, Nate Van Risseghem, Sylvia
Hoge, Tina Royer, Julie Fritz, Alan Niemann via Zoom and Phone, Randy Holmvig

Members Absent: Mark Boike

Opening Prayer: Pastor Amanda

Approval of the Agenda:

Motion to approve the February 26 agenda with one addition, MSC

Approval of minutes:

Added: Honduras Compromise: the Honduras group offered to have a donation basket for the
church placed at their dinner, The Council agreed that this was not needed.

Motion to approve January 22, 2026, meeting minutes with changes. MSC

Approval of Financials:

« January envelop offering was $32,379. Up from last year in January. Some people have their stocks/
mutual funds distributions sent at the beginning of the year

o Restricted funds are up from a substantial memorial donation
Motion to approve the January 2026 financial report. MSC

Pastor’'s Report — Pastor Amanda:

« Attended required Boundary Training for rostered leaders (every 3 years)
o Attended online class regarding Mission Drift and healthy practices

e Crosby Ministerial theme and rotation planned — at Salem March 11

. need leaders for a 12:30 meal

« Baptism for Myley McKanna on 3/1

« Pastoral visits, follow-ups. Keeping up with 3-month rotation. If anyone knows of any member needing a
visit, please let Pastor Amanda know.

« Greeting guests — have had 7 households visiting recently

e Moved Camp Sunday to March 15 — contacting local camps for a speaker
e April 11 funeral for Dean Sylvester (died 2/21/26)

. will need leaders for the meal following the service

e April 24-26 Synod Assembly in Breezy Point, bishop election year

(continued)
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Committee Reports — Monthly

Outreach — Julie. OGB is discussing what events will take place during Deerwood Days. They are
weighing options of meatballs and lefse, pancake breakfast, small silent auction and others. Will have
decision to Council at their March meeting. Also looking at pros and cons of Outreach obtaining it’'s own
503c designation.

Worship & Music — Pastor Amanda: Lent- planning. Great feedback on traditional setting 3 singing the
liturgy. Pastor will propose singing the liturgy on traditional Sundays but not on praise Sundays.

Welcome- Tina: New member orientation will be offered in April. Third Sunday will be recognition and
treats. Lori Holmvig has revamped the welcome bags. Re-vamping the new member bags to include
children. Will have a new member dinner sometime in the year. Questions: How can welcome

committee help with Deerwood Days? How to add decoration to sanctuary? Meet again in early April

Capital Appeal: looking at financial institutions to re-finance by May 1.

Unfinished Business

Employment Polices:

Motion to add “Profanity directed at another person will not be tolerated.” and place this
sentence at the end of Workplace Harassment paragraph. MSC.

New Business

Adult Education: The council decided on a “How to read the bible” course. With a follow up summer
bible study.

Quarter 1 Listening Session: Topic and Dates: March 22 during coffee hour in Fellowship Hall: Discuss
Council Retreat goals and ask members for feedback and questions.

Deerwood Days- Council members should keep dates open to volunteer August 6, 7 and 8.

Thrivent Funds: Is Council inviting Thrivent donors to make the decisions? Is Council making decision?
What kind of limitations on spending do we need to make?

Get list of members who designate choice dollars to the church and invite them to discuss where
the money should go.

Motion to have a quarter (1/4) of the money designated to the building fund and the rest
distributed as the Thrivent members decide. MSC

A Homeschool group wants to use our facilities next year. Parents and kids attend. The group has their
own insurance. They would want the building on Mondays. They would use the building September
2026 through May 2027.

Nate, Randy, and Pastor will meet with group to ask pertinent questions

How many kids? Will they bring their own supplies? Will they eat lunch here? How many hours will they
be here? What rooms will they need? Council needs to consider utility usage in terms of the cost to the
group. Will need to check church insurance for liability.

(continued)
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° How can we use Salem church space to reach the community? Randy and Lori Holmvig would like to
offer classes to the community to increase exposure of Salem. Classes such as Monarch butterflies,
gardening, crafts.

Lori Holmvig will investigate some classes and bring them back to council. Will work with
Welcome Committee.

SOS Submission: No submission.

Announcements:

Capital Appeal results to present to council at the end of March, early April.

Camp Sunday March 15

Easter Sunday April 5th

Meeting Dates — March 17th Exec Team @ 3:00PM — Council meeting March 26th @6:30P
A motion was made to adjourn at 7:59pm. MSC

Closed in Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Fritz
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
F:00am Worship
F:60am Sunday School

3
2:00am
Piecemakers
5:00pm Worship and
Music Meeting
&:00pm Faith
Formation

4
3:00pm Women's
Bible Study
5:15pm Leant
Evening Meal
5:30pm Salem
Ringers

&200pm Choir
Practice

&2 30pm Lenten
Evening Worship

5
11:30am Catholic
Charities Meal
Distribution

6
&:00am Men's Bible
Study

B

F:00am Worship

F:50am Sunday 3chool
10:15am Facilities Mesting

9
1:00pm Bible Study
at Heartwood

10
F:00am
Piecemakers

11

2:00pm Women's
Bible Study
3:15pm Kids Club
5:15pm Lent
Evening Meal
5:30pm Salem
Ring=rs

&:00pm Choir
Practice

&:30pm Lenten
Evening Worship

12

13
&:00am Men's Bible
Study

14

F:00am Serpent
Lake Association
Meeting

15

2:00am Camp Sunday Worship
%:50am Sunday School

16

17

F:00am
Piecemakers
1:00pm Qutreach
Gowverning Board
Meating

3:00pm Executive
Team Mesting

18

2:00pm Women's
Bible Study
5:15pm Lent
Evening Meal
5:30pm Salem
Ringers

&:00pm Choir
Practice
&:00pm
Confirmation
&:30pm Lenten
Evening Worship

19

&:00pm Cuyuna
Range Lions Meeting

20
&:00am Men's Bible
Study

21

22

2:00am Worship

9:50am Sunday School
1:30pm Care Center Worship

23

24
2:00am
Piecemakers

25

2:00pm Women's
Bible Study
5:15pm Lent
Evening Meal
5:30pm Salem
Ringers

&:00pm Choir
Practice

&2 00pm
‘Confirmation

62 30pm Lenten
Evening Worship

26

&:30pm Council
Meeting

27
E&:00am Men's Bible
Study

28

29

F:00am Palm/Passion Sunday
‘Worship
F:60am Sunday School

30

31
2:00am
Piecemakers

1
3:00pm Women's
Bible Study
h:30pm Salem
Ringers

&:00pm Choir
Practice

2
11:30am Catholic
Charities Meal
Dristribution
6:30pm Maundy
Thursday Waorship

3
E:00am Men's Bible
Study

6:30pm Good Friday
‘Worship
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